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The Story 

Act I. 

Shakespeare's famous Roman play opens to the scene of two 
Tribunes, Marullus and Flavius scolding Roman citizens for 
blindly worshipping Caesar. Their conversation reveals deep-
seated fears that Caesar is growing too powerful, too arrogant 
and must be stopped. Hoping to reduce the blind hero worship of 
Caesar, the two men remove ceremonial decorations off Caesar's 
"images" (statues) despite the obvious dangers of doing so... 

A little later, we see Caesar leading a procession through the 
streets of Rome. A Soothsayer or fortune teller tells Caesar to 
beware the "ides of March [the 15th of March]" a warning that 
Caesar will die on this day. It is ignored. Cassius, who fears 
Caesar's ever growing power, begins to recruit Brutus, a close 
friend of Caesar's, towards his conspiracy by implying that 
Caesar is becoming too powerful... We also learn that Marullus 
and Flavius, the two tribunes pulling decorations off Caesar's 
statues have been put to silence for "pulling scarfs off Caesar's 
images [statues]." Brutus is suspicious of Cassius' motives but 
tells Cassius that he will think it over... 
Casca, another conspirator, reveals 
information to Brutus that suggests Caesar 
may be getting more ambitious... 

Cassius' conspiracy gains momentum when he 
recruits a suspicious Casca to their cause 
against Caesar by pointing out that several 
recent strange occurrences are omens warning 
them against Caesar... To ensure Brutus 
joins his conspiracy, Cassius has Cinna 
place some forged letters where Brutus will 
find them convincing Brutus to join their 
cause. Cinna reveals that Brutus' good name 
will be an asset to their conspiracy...  

Act II. 

Brutus cannot sleep, revealing for the first time his own true 
fears that Caesar may be growing too powerful. A letter is 
discovered, which Brutus reads, convincing him to join the 
conspiracy. The complete group of conspirators meets at Brutus' 
house, discussing Caesar's assassination. Brutus argues against 
Caesar's right hand man, Mark Antony being assassinated as well. 
Cassius and Trebonius have their doubts but go along with Brutus. 
Brutus' troubled wife Portia tries to find out what her husband 
is planning, worried for him... 
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Calphurnia, Caesar's wife, wakes Caesar up after herself 
awakening from a terrible nightmare. She tells Caesar, that her 
dream foretells doom and succeeds in convincing Caesar not go to 
the Senate (also referred to as The Capitol) on the "ides of 
March" which is tomorrow. Decius Brutus arrives and hearing that 
Caesar will not be at the Senate tomorrow, flatters Caesar into 
going so as not to show fear (allowing Brutus and company to kill 
him there). 

Artemidorus waits in a street with a letter warning Caesar of the 
conspiracy, hoping to avert Caesar's assassination... 

Portia worries for her husband, hoping his "enterprise" today 
will succeed. The Soothsayer who warned Caesar about the "ides of 
March" in Act I, waits in a narrow street hoping to warn Caesar 
of his imminent danger... 

Act III. 

Caesar arrogantly tells the Soothsayer that today is the "ides of 
March", but the Soothsayer tells him the day is not over yet... 
Artemidorus nearly warns Caesar but Decius Brutus prevents this. 
Popilius wishes the conspirators good luck, scaring them that 
Caesar may already know their plans.  

Metellus Cimber petitions Caesar to lift his 
brother's banishment order. Caesar refuses and 
the conspirators kill Caesar. Mark Antony flees. 
Mark Antony pretends to treat Caesar's murderers 
as friends. He asks to speak at Caesar's 
funeral. Cassius thinks this is dangerous, 
Brutus, disagreeing, lets Mark Antony speak 
the funeral

at 
.  

Mark Antony reveals his true hatred for the 
conspirators. Octavius, Mark Antony's ally is 
remain safely outside of Rome a little longer... 
Brutus and Cassius explain to the citizens of 

Rome why they killed Caesar, gaining their support.  

Using the immortal words, "Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me 
your ears;" Mark Antony turns the citizens of Rome against Brutus 
and Cassius by making the citizens feel remorse for Caesar's 
cruel death and by bribing then with the news that Caesar's will 
gifts each citizen money from his will. Mark Antony uses this 
fact to suggest Caesar was a great man who should not have been 
murdered.  

The crowd, now an angry, crazed mob, go after the conspirators 
including Brutus and Cassius who flee in fear... 
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A poet called Cinna who bears the same name as one of the 
conspirators is killed by the angry mob which shows Shakespeare's 
insight into the senselessness of the mob mentality... 

Act IV. 

The Triumvirs (Octavius, Mark Antony and Lepidus) decide which of 
the conspirators shall live and which shall die. Mark Antony 
assures Octavius that Lepidus does not and will not ever have any 
serious power... The two men start planning their attack on 
Brutus' and Cassius' forces. 

Brutus learns that Cassius has finally arrived. Brutus is angry 
with Cassius, Cassius saying he has done his friend no wrong. 
Brutus wanting privacy from his troops, tells Cassius to step 
into his tent where he will discuss the issue further... 

Brutus angrily attacks Cassius first for contradicting his order 
to remove Lucius Pella for taking bribes and then Cassius himself 
for his own dishonesty. Cassius is upset by this but eventually 
Brutus chooses to forgive his friend. We learn that Portia, 
Brutus' wife has died, over one hundred senators have been put to 
death by the Triumvirs and that a large army led by Mark Antony 
and Octavius is approaching their position... Brutus is greeted 
by Caesar's Ghost which tells Brutus he will see Caesar again at 
Philippi. 

Act V. 

On the Plains of Philippi, Mark Antony's and Octavius' forces 
face Brutus' and Cassius' forces. The two sides insult each 
other, Mark Antony and Octavius then leaving with their army. 

Later in battle with Mark Antony and Octavius, Brutus sends 
orders via messenger Messala to Cassius' forces on the other side 
of the battlefield. 

Cassius' forces are losing ground to Mark Antony's forces. Brutus 
has defeated Octavius' forces but instead of reinforcing Cassius' 
forces, have instead sought out spoils or bounty from the field.  

Needing information, Cassius sends Titinius to a nearby hill to 
report if it is friendly or not. Cassius instructs Pindarus to go 
atop a hill to report 
Titinius' progress to 
him. 

Pindarus sees Titinius 
pulled off his horse and 
fears Titinius has been 
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captured. This would mean Brutus' forces have been beaten so 
Cassius kills himself on Pindarus' sword. Titinius now returns 
realizing that Titinius was not captured but was greeted by 
Brutus' victorious forces. Brutus learns of Cassius' death. 
Titinius, mourning Cassius, kills commits suicide. 

Brutus inspires his men to keep fighting. Lucilius who is 
mistaken for Brutus is captured. Eventually Mark Antony realizes 
this. The battle rages on and Antony issues orders for Brutus to 
be captured, dead or alive... 

Tired, weary, but still alive, Brutus finds a place to catch his 
breath with his few remaining followers. One by one, Brutus asks 
first Clitius, Dardanius and Volumnius to kill him but each 
refuses. Finally Brutus gets his wish by falling on his sword, 
killing himself.  

Octavius, Mark Antony, Messala and Lucilius now arrive. Strato 
explains how Brutus died. Mark Antony pays tribute to Brutus' 
noble spirit by famously saying, "This was the noblest Roman of 
them all..." Octavius tells his soldiers to stand down, the 
battle now over... 

Who’s Who is Julius Caesar 
 
Brutus -  A supporter of the republic who believes strongly in a 
government guided by the votes of senators. While Brutus loves 
Caesar as a friend, he opposes the ascension of any single man to 
the position of dictator, and he fears that Caesar aspires to 
such power. Brutus’s inflexible sense of honor makes it easy for 
Caesar’s enemies to manipulate him into believing that Caesar 
must die in order to preserve the republic. While the other 
conspirators act out of envy and rivalry, only Brutus truly 
believes that Caesar’s death will benefit Rome. Unlike Caesar, 
Brutus is able to separate completely his public life from his 
private life; by giving priority to matters of state, he 
epitomizes Roman virtue. Torn between his loyalty to Caesar and 
his allegiance to the state, Brutus becomes the tragic hero of 
the play.  
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Julius Caesar -  A great Roman general and senator, recently 
returned to Rome in triumph after a successful military campaign. 
While his good friend Brutus worries that Caesar may aspire to 
dictatorship over the Roman republic, Caesar seems to show no 
such inclination, declining the crown several times. Yet while 
Caesar may not be unduly power-hungry, he does possess his share 
of flaws. He is unable to separate his public life from his 
private life, and, seduced by the populace’s increasing 
idealization and idolization of his image, he ignores ill omens 
and threats against his life, believing himself as eternal as the 
North Star.  



Antony -  A friend of Caesar. Antony claims allegiance to Brutus 
and the conspirators after Caesar’s death in order to save his 
own life. Later, however, when speaking a funeral oration over 
Caesar’s body, he spectacularly persuades the audience to 
withdraw its support of Brutus and instead condemn him as a 
traitor. With tears on his cheeks and Caesar’s will in his hand, 
Antony engages masterful rhetoric to stir the crowd to revolt 
against the conspirators. Antony’s desire to exclude Lepidus from 
the power that Antony and Octavius intend to share hints at his 
own ambitious nature.  
Cassius -  A talented general and longtime acquaintance of 
Caesar. Cassius dislikes the fact that Caesar has become godlike 
in the eyes of the Romans. He slyly leads Brutus to believe that 
Caesar has become too powerful and must die, finally converting 
Brutus to his cause by sending him forged letters claiming that 
the Roman people support the death of Caesar. Impulsive and 
unscrupulous, Cassius harbors no illusions about the way the 
political world works. A shrewd opportunist, he proves successful 
but lacks integrity.  
Octavius -  Caesar’s adopted son and appointed successor. 
Octavius, who had been traveling abroad, returns after Caesar’s 
death; he then joins with Antony and sets off to fight Cassius 
and Brutus. Antony tries to control Octavius’s movements, but 
Octavius follows his adopted father’s example and emerges as the 
authoritative figure, paving the way for his eventual seizure of 

eins of Roman government.  the r
Casca -  A public figure opposed to Caesar’s rise to power. Casca 
relates to Cassius and Brutus how Antony offered the crown to 
Caesar three times and how each time Caesar declined it. He 
believes, however, that Caesar is the consummate actor, lulling 

ace into believing that he has no personal ambition.  the popul
Calpurnia -  Caesar’s wife. Calpurnia invests great authority in 
omens and portents. She warns Caesar against going to the Senate 
on the Ides of March, since she has had terrible nightmares and 
heard reports of many bad omens. Nevertheless, Caesar’s ambition 
ultimately causes him to disregard her advice.  
Portia -  Brutus’s wife; the daughter of a noble Roman who took 
sides against Caesar. Portia, accustomed to being Brutus’s 
confidante, is upset to find him so reluctant to speak his mind 
when she finds him troubled. Brutus later hears that Portia has 
killed herself out of grief that Antony and Octavius have become 
so powerful.  
Flavius -  A tribune (an official elected by the people to 
protect their rights). Flavius condemns the plebeians for their 
fickleness in cheering Caesar, when once they cheered for 
Caesar’s enemy Pompey. Flavius is punished along with Murellus 
for removing the decorations from Caesar’s statues during 

’s triumphal parade.  
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Caesar
Cicero -  A Roman senator renowned for his oratorical skill. 
Cicero speaks at Caesar’s triumphal parade. He later dies at the 
order of Antony, Octavius, and Lepidus.  



Lepidus -  The third member of Antony and Octavius’s coalition. 
Though Antony has a low opinion of Lepidus, Octavius trusts his 
loyalty.  
Murellus -  Like Flavius, a tribune who condemns the plebeians 
for their fickleness in cheering Caesar, when once they cheered 
for Caesar’s enemy Pompey. Murellus and Flavius are punished for 
removing the decorations from Caesar’s statues during Caesar’s 
triumphal parade.  
Decius -  A member of the conspiracy. Decius convinces Caesar 
that Calpurnia misinterpreted her dire nightmares and that, in 
fact, no danger awaits him at the Senate. Decius leads Caesar 
right into the hands of the conspirators.  

 

Playwright 

 
William Shakespeare, perhaps the 
greatest English writer to ever 
live, was born in Stratford-upon-
Avon sometime in late April 1564.  
Church records indicate that he 
was baptized on April 26th and 
therefore, due to baptismal 
customs of the day, it has been 
assumed he was born on April 23rd, 
though there is uncertainty.  He 
was born to John Shakespeare, a 
leather merchant and glove-maker, 
and Mary Arden, a land heiress who 
inherited property.  He was the 
third of what would be a total of 
eight children, though only five 

lived into adulthood.  It is assumed that Shakespeare attended 
the local grammar school, though no documentation records his 
years there.  Latin and Classical Greek would have been taught at 
such a school, and since it is known that Shakespeare never 
attended a university, it is surmised by historians that it was 
through early schooling that he acquired knowledge of both 
subjects. 
 
Shakespeare is absent from all records until the age of eighteen, 
when he married Anne Hathway on November 28, 1582.  Anne was 
eight years his elder and pregnant with their first daughter, 
Susanna, who was baptized on May 26, 1583.  Their family would be 
completed in 1585 with the birth of twins, a girl named Judith 
and a boy named Hamnet who were baptized February 2.  
Unfortunately, Hamnet died at age eleven, possibly from the 
plague.  From the births of his twins until 1592 (seven years) 
Shakespeare is again absent from any records.  It is known that 
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he left Stratford and began a career as an actor and playwright 
in London sometime around 1588, though his motivations for doing 
so are unknown.  In 1592, Shakespeare turns up in a critical 
attack by Robert Greene, a London playwright, for being “an 
upstart crow.”  By this reference, it is apparent that 
Shakespeare had established himself well enough as a playwright 
and actor to merit criticism. 
 
It appears that Shakespeare was associated with several theatre 
companies, working as a freelance dramatist and actor by 1592.  
All theaters were ordered closed in January 1593 on account of 
the plague; aside from a brief reprieve in the winter of 1594, 
the theaters remained closed until spring 1594. By 1594, 
Shakespeare had made an alliance as a playwright and actor with 
the Lord Chamberlain’s Men.  Shakespeare appears to have played 
the roles of an older male actor such as Hamlet’s father’s ghost 
in Hamlet.  His troupe was the most successful of the day, and 
their premiere playwright was the first dramatist to see octavo 
editions – or “penny-copies” of his plays sold to literate 
audience members.  While Shakespeare would not have been 
considered a wealthy man, his writing and acting made his life 
comfortable. 
 
When the Lord Chamberlain’s Men’s lease on the theatre, “The 
Theatre,” in which they performed expired, they were wealthy 
enough to finance their own theatre which was christened, “The 
Globe.” The Globe opened in July of 1599 and was built out of the 
timber of The Theatre (due to a stipulation in their lease, they 
were perfectly within their rights to use these materials.)  The 
motto of The Globe was “Totus mundus agit histrionem” or “A whole 
world of players.”  In 1603 the troupe earned from King James I 
the title The King’s Men and they performed for the aristocracy 
at Court.  Shakespeare continued to work as a dramatist and actor 
until The Globe was destroyed in a fire on June 19, 1613 during a 
gala performance of Henry VIII.  Shakespeare had invested well in 
various theatre groups, theaters and land and had purchased a 
comfortable home called “New Place” in Stratford in 1597.  He re-
invested in the re-built Globe, but retired to Stratford where he 
continued to write until his death on April 23, 1616, which was, 
as tradition has it, his fifty-second birthday.  He was buried in 
the church at Stratford with the following verse inscribed on his 
tombstone: 
 

Good friend, for Jesus' sake forbeare 
To dig the dust enclosed here. 

Blessed be the man that spares these stones. 
And cursed be he that moves my bones. 
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Phrases in Shakespeare 
William Shakespeare’s writing was very important to the English 
language.  He was very good at putting words together and many of 
his phrases are still used today. Do you recognize any of these 
phrases? 
 

All that glitters is not gold (The Merchant of Venice) 
As good luck would have it (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 

Be-all and the end-all (Macbeth) 
Break the ice (The Taming of the Shrew) 

He breathed his last (3 Henry VI) 
Refuse to budge an inch (Measure for Measure) 

Dead as a doornail (2 Henry VI) 
Dog will have his day (Hamlet) 

Eaten me out of house and home (2 Henry IV) 
Elbow room (King John) 

Faint hearted (I Henry VI) 
For goodness' sake (Henry VIII) 
A foregone conclusion (Othello) 

Good riddance (Troilus and Cressida) 
Jealousy is the green-eyed monster (Othello) 

It was Greek to me (Julius Caesar) 
A heart of gold (Henry V) 
In a pickle (The Tempest) 
In my mind's eye (Hamlet) 
Judgement Day (Henry VI) 

To kill with kindness (Taming of the Shrew) 
A laughing stock (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 

Melted into thin air (The Tempest) 
The naked truth (Love's Labours Lost) 

Neither rhyme nor reason (As You Like It) 
Not slept one wink (Cymbeline) 

Out of the jaws of death (Twelfth Night) 
Own flesh and blood (Hamlet) 

Pomp and circumstance (Othello) 
Seen better days (As You Like It) 

Send packing (I Henry IV) 
Snail paced (Troilus and Cressida) 

Something in the wind (The Comedy of Errors) 
A sorry sight (Macbeth) 

The short and the long of it (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 
There's no such thing (Macbeth) 

To thine own self be true (Hamlet) 
Too much of a good thing (As You Like It) 

Tower of strength (Richard III) 
What the dickens (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 
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A wild-goose chase (Romeo and Juliet) 



Adaptations and cultural references 

The Canadian comedy duo Wayne and Shuster parodied Julius Caesar 
in their 1958 sketch Rinse the Blood off My Toga. Flavius 
Maximus, Private Roman I, is hired by Brutus to investigate the 
death of Caesar. The police procedural combines Shakespeare, 
Dragnet, and vaudeville jokes and was first broadcast on the Ed 
Sullivan Show. 

In 1973 the BBC made a television play Heil Caesar, written by 
John Griffith Bowen. This was an adaptation of the play put into 
a modern setting in an unnamed country, with references to recent 
events in a few countries. It was intended as an introduction to 
Shakespeare's play for schoolchildren, but it proved good enough 
to be shown on adult television, and a stage version was later 
produced. 

In 1984 the Riverside Shakespeare Company of New York City 
produced a modern dress Julius Caesar set in contemporary 
Washington, called simply CAESAR!, starring Harold Scott as 
Brutus, Herman Petras as Caesar, Marya Lowry as Portia, Robert 
Walsh as Antony, and Michael Cook as Cassius, directed by W. 
Stuart McDowell at The Shakespeare Center. 

In 2006, Chris Taylor from the Australian comedy team The Chaser 
wrote a comedy musical called Dead Caesar which was shown at the 
Sydney Theatre Company in Sydney. 

The line "The Evil That Men Do", from the speech done by Mark 
Anthony following Caesar's death ("The evil that men do lives 
after them; The good is oft interred with their bones.") has had 
many references in media, such as an Iron Maiden song, a 1984 
film, and a Buffy the Vampire Slayer novel. 
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The 2009 movie Me and Orson Welles, based on a book of the same 
name by Robert Kaplow, is a fictional story centered around Orson 
Welles' famous 1937 production of Julius Caesar at the Mercury 
Theatre. British actor Christian McKay is cast as Welles, and 
costars with Zac Efron and Claire Danes. 



 Further Viewing 

Other versions of the Romeo and Juliet play have been made, which 
had the “culture” of where the play was made as the “setting”. 
For instance, a version of the play which had Romeo as a 
Palestinian and Juliet as a Jew in Israel and the Palestinian 
territories were made, which criticizes the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.  
 
An updated version of Romeo and Juliet called Romeo/Juliet 
Remixed (or R0M30/JUL137 R3M1X3D) is set to a rave dance floor 
background. Before the play begins, this interactive show gives 
audience memebers the chance to cheer on a crew of breakdancing 
Montagues or Capulets, and a chance to be on the venue’s big 
screen. Romeo and Juliet communicate via cell phone and text 
messaging. 
 
Films Based on Shakespeare’s Plays 

 
 
 
Kiss Me Kate (1953) – a musical 
about a divorced couple whose 
reconciliation parallels their 
onstage portrayal of the 
courtship between Petruchio and 
Katerina in The Taming of the 
Shrew. 
 
 
 
 

 
Throne of Blood (1957) – Akira Kurosawa’s legendary version of 

Macbeth. 
 
The Rest is Silence (1960) – a German version of Hamlet in which 

the title character is a Harvard boy; the title of the 
movie is also a line from the play. 

 
 
 
West Side Story (1961) – a 

musical version of Romeo 
and Juliet set in New 
York city among Puerto 
Rican and White gangs. 
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Catch My Soul (1974) – a rock n’ roll musical version of Othello, 

if you can imagine that. 
 
Valley Girl (1983) – another update of Romeo and Juliet, set in 

California’s San Fernando Valley between a punk-rocker and 
a suburbanite. 

 
 

Romeo + Juliet (1996) – 
Baz Luhrman’s update of 
the classic story is set 
in Florida (Verona 
Beach); the film was the 
second in his “Red 
Curtain Trilogy” about 
ill-fated or unexpected 
love stories. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
10 Things I Hate About You (1999) 

– The Taming of the Shrew 
(the titles even rhyme!) set 
in a West Coast high school; 
the movie script maintained 
many of the biting insults 
that characters from 
Shakespeare’s play hurled at 
each other. 
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