
















The Role of Elizabethan Women – Education- The Commoners 
The Elizabethan women who were commoners would not have attended school or received any 
formal type of education. Elizabethan women would have had to learn how to govern a household 
and become skilled in all housewifely duties. Her education would have been purely of the domestic 
nature in preparation for only the real career option for a girl – marriage! Single Elizabethan women 
were sometimes looked upon with suspicion. It was often the single women who were thought to be 
witches by their neighbors. All Elizabethan women would be expected to marry, and would be 
dependent on her male relatives throughout their lives.  
 
The Role of Unmarried Elizabethan Women in Society 
At one time single women might spend their lives in a convent or nunnery but due to the dissolution 
of the monasteries this was no longer an option. Therefore, the only alternative to marriage for 
Elizabethan women from the lower classes was domestic service. The married state was seen as 
highly desirable by all women of the lower classes. With parental permission it was legal for 
Elizabethan girls to marry at 12, although it was not usual for girls to marry at such a young age.  
 
The Role of Elizabethan Women in Marriage 
Elizabethan women were expected to bring a dowry to the 
marriage. A dowry was an amount of money, goods, and 
property that the bride would bring to the marriage. It was also 
referred to as her marriage portion. After marriage, Elizabethan 
women were expected to run the household and provide 
children. Large families were the norm as the mortality rate for 
children and babies was so high. Many Elizabethan women 
made arrangement for the care of their children in case they 
themselves died during childbirth.  
 
 
http://www.william-shakespeare.info/elizabethan-women.htm 
 
 
 
 

 

Who is Shakespeare? 

William Shakespeare, perhaps the greatest English writer to ever live, 
was born in Stratford-upon-Avon sometime in late April 1564.  Church 
records indicate that he was baptized on April 26th and therefore, 
due to baptismal customs of the day, it has been assumed he was 
born on April 23rd, though there is uncertainty.  He was born to John 
Shakespeare, a leather merchant and glove-maker, and Mary 
Arden, a land heiress who inherited property.  He was the third of 
what would be a total of eight children, though only five lived into 
adulthood.  It is assumed that Shakespeare attended the local 
grammar school, though no documentation records his years there.  
Latin and Classical Greek would have been taught at such a school, 
and since it is known that Shakespeare never attended a university, 
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it is surmised by historians that it was through early schooling that he acquired knowledge of both 
subjects. 

Shakespeare is absent from all records until the age of eighteen, when he married Anne Hathway on 
November 28, 1582.  Anne was eight years his elder and pregnant with their first daughter, Susanna, 
who was baptized on May 26, 1583.  Their family would be completed in 1585 with the birth of twins, a 
girl named Judith and a boy named Hamnet who were baptized February 2.  Unfortunately, Hamnet 
died at age eleven, possibly from the plague.  From the births of his twins until 1592 (seven years) 
Shakespeare is again absent from any records.  It is known that he left Stratford and began a career 
as an actor and playwright in London sometime around 1588, though his motivations for doing so are 
unknown.  In 1592, Shakespeare turns up in a critical attack by Robert Greene, a London playwright, 
for being “an upstart crow.”  By this reference, it is apparent that Shakespeare had established 
himself well enough as a playwright and actor to merit criticism. 

It appears that Shakespeare was associated with several theatre companies, working as a freelance 
dramatist and actor by 1592.  All theaters were ordered closed in January 1593 on account of the 
plague; aside from a brief reprieve in the winter of 1594, the theaters remained closed until spring 
1594. By 1594, Shakespeare had made an alliance as a playwright and actor with the Lord 
Chamberlain’s Men.  Shakespeare appears to have played the roles of an older male actor such as 
Hamlet’s father’s ghost in Hamlet.  His troupe was the most successful of the day, and their premiere 
playwright was the first dramatist to see octavo editions – or “penny-copies” of his plays sold to 
literate audience members.  While Shakespeare would not have been considered a wealthy man, 
his writing and acting made his life comfortable. 

When the Lord Chamberlain’s Men’s lease on the theatre, “The Theatre,” in which they performed 
expired, they were wealthy enough to finance their own theatre which was christened, “The Globe.” 
The Globe opened in July of 1599 and was built out of the timber of The Theatre (due to a stipulation 
in their lease, they were perfectly within their rights to use these materials.)  The motto of The Globe 
was “Totus mundus agit histrionem” or “A whole world of players.”  In 1603 the troupe earned from 
King James I the title The King’s Men and they performed for the aristocracy at Court.  Shakespeare 
continued to work as a dramatist and actor until The Globe was destroyed in a fire on June 19, 1613 
during a gala performance of Henry VIII.  Shakespeare had invested well in various theatre groups, 
theaters and land and had purchased a comfortable home called “New Place” in Stratford in 1597.  
He re-invested in the re-built Globe, but retired to Stratford where he continued to write until his death 
on April 23, 1616, which was, as tradition has it, his fifty-second birthday.  He was buried in the church 
at Stratford with the following verse inscribed on his tombstone: 

Good friend, for Jesus' sake forbeare 
To dig the dust enclosed here. 

Blessed be the man that spares these stones. 
And cursed be he that moves my bones. 

Shakespeare’s Works 

 
Comedies 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

Histories 
Henry IV, Part I 

Tragedies 
Antony and 
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As You Like It 

The Comedy of Errors 

Cymbeline 

Love’s Labour Lost 

Measure for Measure 

The Merchant of Venice 

The Merry Wives of Windsor 

A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream 

Much Ado About Nothing 

Pericles, Prince of Tyre 

The Taming of the Shrew 

The Tempest 

Troilus and Cressida 

Twelfth Night 

The Two Gentlemen of 

Verona 

The Two Noble Kinsmen 

The Winter’s Tale 

Henry IV, Part II 

Henry V 

Henry VI, Part I 

Henry VI, Part II 

Henry VI, Part III 

Henry VIII 

King John 

Richard II 

Richard III 

 

Cleopatra 

Coriolanus 

Hamlet 

Julius Caesar 

King Lear 

Macbeth 

Othello 

Romeo and Juliet 

Timon of Athens 

Titus Andronicus 

 

 

 

 

Phrases in Shakespeare 
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William Shakespeare’s writing was very important to the English language.  He was very good at 
putting words together and many of his phrases are still used today. Do you recognize any of these 

phrases? 
 

All that glitters is not gold (The Merchant of Venice) 
As good luck would have it (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 

Be-all and the end-all (Macbeth) 
Break the ice (The Taming of the Shrew) 

He breathed his last (3 Henry VI) 
Refuse to budge an inch (Measure for Measure) 

Dead as a doornail (2 Henry VI) 
Dog will have his day (Hamlet) 

Eaten me out of house and home (2 Henry IV) 
Elbow room (King John) 

Faint hearted (I Henry VI) 
For goodness' sake (Henry VIII) 

A foregone conclusion (Othello) 
Good riddance (Troilus and Cressida) 

Jealousy is the green-eyed monster (Othello) 
It was Greek to me (Julius Caesar) 

A heart of gold (Henry V) 
In a pickle (The Tempest) 
In my mind's eye (Hamlet) 
Judgement Day (Henry VI) 

To kill with kindness (Taming of the Shrew) 
A laughing stock (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 

Melted into thin air (The Tempest) 
The naked truth (Love's Labours Lost) 

Neither rhyme nor reason (As You Like It) 
Not slept one wink (Cymbeline) 

Out of the jaws of death (Twelfth Night) 
Own flesh and blood (Hamlet) 

Pomp and circumstance (Othello) 
Seen better days (As You Like It) 

Send packing (I Henry IV) 
Snail paced (Troilus and Cressida) 

Something in the wind (The Comedy of Errors) 
A sorry sight (Macbeth) 

The short and the long of it (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 
There's no such thing (Macbeth) 

To thine own self be true (Hamlet) 
Too much of a good thing (As You Like It) 

Tower of strength (Richard III) 
What the dickens (The Merry Wives of Windsor) 

A wild-goose chase (Romeo and Juliet) 
 

 

Loose Movie Adaptations of Shakespeare 



 

Kiss Me Kate is based on The Taming of the Shrew, both a 

movie and a musical. 

 

 

West Side Story is based on Romeo and Juliet, set in New York City 

with the Jets vs. the Sharks.  

 

 

 

Green Eggs and Hamlet is based on Hamlet and spoken almost entirely in Dr. Seuss style 

couplets. 

 

 

Romeo Must Die has rival houses becoming Asian and African 

American gangs. 

 

 

 

 

O has Othello moved onto a basketball court. 

 

 

Scotland, PA is based on Macbeth set at a burger stand.  
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She’s the Man is based on Twelfth Night at a British 

Prep School.  

 

 

10 Things I Hate About You is based on The Taming of the Shrew and is set in a west coast high 

school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romeo + Juliet is based on Romeo and Juliet set 

in Verona Beach Florida.  
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